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Galatians 1:8-24 

 
 Christianity is both objective and subjective. 

 It is both propositional and experiential 

 A Christian faith that rests on only one is defective. 

 You need to need to know both. 
John 14:6 [Jesus speaking] I am the way, the truth and the life.   

 

1.  Christianity is objective 
Galatians 1:8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let 
him be accursed. 
Galatians 1:16 ….I did not confer with flesh and blood. 

 Christianity is based on the “hard diamond of divine revelation” 

 Paul meets Jesus on the road and the apostles later confirm Paul received the same as they received 
Galatians 2:9 …when they perceived the grace that was given to me, James and Cephas and John … gave me the right hand of 
fellowship.  

 There are churches where the content of faith is based on the leaders’ dictates 

o Illus: the Mormon Church 

 But ours is based on the objective revelation of the Scriptures 

 Not on feeling 

o Illus: “In your heart you know he’s right/ In your guts you know he’s nuts.” 

o Illus: “The heart wants what it wants” 

o Illus: “I wanted to see what it felt like” 

 Feeling is not substantial enough to sustain the work of the gospel 

 

 

2. Christianity is subjective and experiential 
a. Your life has changed and is changing 
Galatians 1:24 And they glorified God because of me. 

 If you have not experienced the gospel, you do not understand it 

 Paul’s life changed so that people said, “His life changed so much, it had to be God.” 

 Is there anything about your life that has changed because of God?” 

o Illus: Floyd Wolfgang 

 
b. You can see that these changes are a result of being an object of God’s action 
Galatians 1:15 But when he [God] who had set me apart before I was born… 

 Instead of Paul trying to find God, God was trying to find him 

 If you have experienced the gospel you see yourself as an object of action 

 Christianity is Christ choosing us, not us making a rational decision to be a Christian  
Genesis 50:20 [Joseph speaking to his brothers] You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good 

 Joseph could see that everything that happened to him was in God’s plan to prepare him for his mission 

 God has been using all your experiences, to turn you into his tool for his purposes 

 

c. God gets more real to you when you are alone 
Galatians 1:17 [Paul speaking] I went away into Arabia 

 Victorian Christianity “Religion overshadowed them but did not penetrate them.”  -M. Lloyd-Jones 

 Some people cannot maintain a relationship with God unless they are surrounded by Christians 

 Have you come to the place where you can say, “I know Christ personally and he is as real to me when I am alone as when I 

am in church.” 

 

 

 


