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 In today’s reading from John’s gospel, Jesus prays for unity in the church 
John 17:21 …that they may all be one…. 
John 17:22 …that they may be one even as we are one… 
John 17:23….that they may become perfectly one… 

 

 Unity is important for any group to achieve anything: families, businesses, government, sports 
teams, the church 

 
1. Why is unity important in the church 

 
a. Jesus prayed for it  

John 17:21, 22, 23 – see above 

 
b. It is how God brings people to Jesus 

John 17:21 …so that the world may believe you have sent me 
John 17:23…so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them 

 
c. The church is a fellowship  

Acts 2:42 They continued steadily learning the teachings of the apostles and joined in the fellowship. 

 People who ignore the possibility of relationships in the church are keeping the church from being the church 

 
d. We are commanded to make unity a top priority 

Ephesians 4:3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bonds of peace 

 One of the jobs of a member of this church is to promote peace  
 
 

2. What we can do to maintain unity 
 

a. Maintain an attitude of acceptance 
Romans 14:1 Accept him whose faith is weak without passing judgment on disputable matters. 

 We need to accept people where they are and not where we want them to be 

 
b. Focus on our common purpose together as a church 

I Corinthians 1:10  Let there be real harmony among you so there won’t be any split in the church.  I plead with you to be of one mind 
united in thought and purpose. 

 We have a common purpose:  to bring people into a closer relationship with God through Christ 

 
c.  Control your tongue 

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouth, but only what is helpful for building up others… 

 Refuse to gossip 

 
d. Practice God’s method of conflict resolution 

Matthew 18:15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his faults just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won 
your brother over.  But if he will not listen, take one of two others along so that every matter may be established by the testimony of two 
or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. And if refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a 
pagan or tax collector. 

 Unresolved conflict between members keeps churches from achieving God’s purposes 


