
A Pastoral letter, printed in Sunday’s bulletin.  

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Cathedral congregation, 

In this last week two young African-American men, Alton Sterling and Philando Castile, were fatally 
shot during encounters with the police, and five police officers were gunned down in Dallas by a lone 
sniper in the midst of an otherwise peaceful demonstration. It is difficult to know what to say in the 
face of such hideous violence and hatred. 
Our nation is divided in many ways at this time, not least by the demonic divisions of racism. Racial 
prejudice, hatred and resentment have led both to injustices against African-Americans and other 
minorities, and unconscionable recriminations and acts of violence against officers of the law. The 
horrific attack on the members of the Dallas Police Department is only the worst and most recent of 
such attacks. 
It is all too easy to respond to such violence with accusations and rage. Overwhelming as the 
problems of racism and hatred we face as a nation may be, however, the gospel has given us a word to 
speak. Jesus Christ is God's Word to a divided and suffering humanity, "For he himself is our peace, 
who has made us...one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility..." (Eph 2:14, 
ESV) "In him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things, 
whether in earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross" (Col 1:19), so that "there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, there is no male or female, for we are all one in Christ 
Jesus" (Gal 3:28). As Christians, Christ crucified is the gospel of peace we are called to share with a 
hurting world. 
We know that true peace is not an end we can achieve by our own power; it is God's gift to us that 
we receive at the foot of the cross, in the body of Christ. It is the gift we receive each Sunday as we 
confess our sins to God and each other, and share the communion of Christ's body and blood in the 
Eucharist. As followers of Jesus Christ, our response to violence must begin with crying out to God 
for his mercy and his forgiveness for our own sins, asking him to tear down the dividing walls in our 
own hearts and minds, and then seeking his guidance as we carry out the ministry of reconciliation 
he has entrusted to us. May the Father of Jesus Christ show us all tangible ways in which we can be 
instruments of his peace in this world. 
As we gather today, please pray to God for all those affected by racism and violence, and for God to 
protect and guide law enforcement officers as they carry out their duties. In your intercessions, please 
remember the victims of violence this last week, especially Alton Sterling, Philando Castile, Lavish 
Reynolds and her daughter Dae’Anna, and the five slain officers of the Dallas Police Department, 
Brent Thompson, Patrick Zamarippa, Michael Krol, Lohrn Arens, and Michael Smith, as well as all 
their family and friends. 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his son, Jesus Christ, and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. 
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