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 Jesus said: “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them.”  
 We live in a time marked by tremendous loneliness.  
Lots of  people have commented on the isolating effects of  
technology. We substitute Facebook conversations for real 
interactions. But even before all the technological advances 
that now allow us to avoid the inconvenience of  actual 
human interaction, loneliness has been on the rise. For a 
long time, social organizations have been shrinking – 
everything from bowling leagues to churches. People have 
been growing increasingly isolated. In the 50’s, C. S. Lewis 
lamented that people had lost the old appreciation for 
friendship.  Philosophers and theologians used to write 
whole books about friendship, which very few people would 
think to do now.   
 This isn't actually surprising, from a Christian 
perspective. It's part of  the nature of  sin that it turns us in 
on ourselves – incurvatus in se, is the old Latin term. We are 
curved in on ourselves, spiritually misshapen. Loneliness is 
our default position. God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
created human beings for fellowship with God and each 
other.  That is why the two great commandments are to love 
God and our neighbors.    
 The sin of  Adam, eating the fruit that promised 
wisdom and knowledge, was precisely a turning away from 
God, preferring his own wisdom to the wisdom of  God. It 
was a rejection of  the other in favor of  the self, and it has 
left us in a state of  isolation, divided from God, divided 
from each other, and even divided within ourselves. We only 
find wholeness in God and in each other.  Sin leaves us in 
this state of  deep loneliness, longing for connection and 
communion, but also constantly pulling away from it, afraid 
to give up our own way.   
 God's deepest desire for us though, is that we should 
know him.  It's not that he wants us to be able to list a series 
of  facts about God, but know him the way friends know 
each other. The knowledge friends have of  each other is the 
kind of  knowledge that only comes with love.  The Father 
and the Son want to make their home with anyone who 
loves Jesus. God desires to share his life with us, to have us 
know him deeply and personally – in other words, God 
wants us to become friends of  Christ.  Saint Thomas 
Aquinas described the whole spiritual life as friendship with 
God.  
 Friends spend time in each other's company, they 
share life and experiences and stories.  I care about what my 
friends have to say, what they are going through and I want 
to know them better. This is the kind of  relationship that 
Jesus wants with each of  us.  It's the kind of  relationship 
that breaks through all our selfishness and all our isolation, 
as God makes his home in our hearts through love.  
 This gospel lesson was taken from Jesus farewell 
discourse to the disciples.  He was preparing them for his 
crucifixion, his resurrection and finally his ascension, which 
we will celebrate this week.  He wanted them to understand 
that even though he would no longer be visible to them, he 

would still be with them.   
 In fact, the absent Christ is even closer to us now 
than he was to his disciples in the first century.  Now, “the 
advocate, the Holy Spirit” whom the Father sent has come 
and made his home in our hearts.  It's the Holy Spirit who 
makes Jesus present to us, not in an external way, but in the 
very depths of  our heart.   
 If  we love Jesus he is closer than any friend we will 
ever have. He is closer to us than our own heartbeat, closer 
to us than our own selves.  He will never leave us or forsake 
us.  Even in our darkest, most despairing moments, he is 
there with us, faithfully loving us.  
 The Holy Spirit is the Love that accomplishes this. 
Saint Augustine said that just like Jesus is the Word of  God, 
the Holy Spirit is the Love of  God.  He is the living love of  
God that breaks through all our defenses, all our isolation 
and all our sin. The power of  the Cross forgives sin, and the 
power of  the Holy Spirit renews us, makes us friends of  
Christ We don't have the power to overcome our own 
loneliness, so God sends his love into our hearts and calls us 
to himself.  The Spirit is that the love that begins to turn us 
out and bring us out of  ourselves so we can actually begin to 
know and love God and our neighbors.   
 The Father and the Son make their home in our 
hearts through the power of  the Holy Spirit.  They make the 
home with us too, in the Church.  Jesus promises that 
whenever we gather together in his name he is in our midst 
(Cf. Mat 18:20). When we gather here to share the Eucharist, 
and we pray for God's Holy Spirit to come on the bread and 
wine, Christ becomes present in the Sacrament of  the Altar. 
The Holy Spirit not only unites us to God, he unites us to 
one another, making us the Church, God's new community 
as we are all united in Christ.  
 You can even see this in our reading from Acts.  
Lydia, who is converted by Paul's preaching, immediately 
invites him into her home.  It's an act of  hospitality and 
friendship.  As soon as God enters people's hearts, he begins 
making them into a new community. Sin, the same thing that 
cuts us off  from God, cuts us off  from one another. When 
sin is confessed, the barriers between us begin to fall.  
 Even now, we begin to have a taste of  the peace and 
love of  the renewed creation. That's the creation we heard 
described in the reading from Revelation, the world as it will 
be when the Father and the Son make their home with 
humanity and “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of  
the glory of  the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Hab 
2:14). It's the world free from all darkness, ignorance, hate 
or sin; the world where God lives with us and wipes every 
tear from our eyes.  
 If  we know Christ we already begin to have the 
faintest glimpse of  that new creation in our own heart and 
our own lives. Even if  you don't feel like you have this kind 
of  intimate relationship with God, and the peace it brings – 
I know I don't feel it all the time – if  you even want to have 
it, that's a sign that the Holy Spirit is already at work. Even 
the feeling of  being lonely, isolated or alienated can be a 
sign, pointing us toward God. God's love is always calling 
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out to us, drawing us to himself.  If  you long for the joy and 
peace that he offers, call out to God in prayer, seek Jesus in 
the Bible and in the worship of  the Church.  Christ will 
certainly answer. May the Lord grant us all today to love 
him, and receive all those good things he has prepared for 
us, which surpass everything we can desire.  

  


