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INTRODUCTION 
 
In this parable, Jesus pulled back the veil between this world and the next and showed us there is a heaven and a hell. 
There are only two eternal destinies and everyone here will end in spending eternity in either heaven or hell. 
 
Illustration: An epitaph  
 
Illustration: Attitudes toward hell 
 
I. A VISION OF HEAVEN 
Luke 16:22 The rich man also died and was buried; 23 and in Hades, being in torment he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. 
 
a. The rich man saw people in heaven 

 Only by being a child of God can you get into heaven 
John 1:12 But to all who received him [Jesus], who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.   

 The liturgies of the church offer us a chance to enter into the life of God, if we participate in them 
 
b. He could remember his life on earth 
Luke 16:25 “Son, remember…..” 

 People will remember every bad thing they have ever done 

 But God loves you and He doesn’t want you to go to hell. He wants you to walk through the cross with him 
so that your old life is put to death and you live a new life 

Romans 6:6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed and that we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin  
 
II. VOICES FROM HELL 
Luke 16:24 And he [the rich man] called out, “Father Abraham have mercy upon me and send Lazarus to dip the end 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in these flames.” 
 
a. A cry of personal agony: “Help me”. 

 The rich man’s first thought was of himself and his needs. 

 The thirst the rich man had was the same thirst everyone has in this life–a thirst for God. 

 St Augustine: “Our souls are restless until they find their rest in thee.” 

 Only Jesus can satisfy this thirst.  
John 7:37 [Jesus speaking] “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink!” 

 Is hell a joke? 
Illustration: Ted Turner speech 
 
b. A cry of concern for his family: “Warn them.” 
Luke 16:27 Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers, so that he may warn 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.  

 Do we believe what the bible says about how we can enter in to eternal life? 

 Do we pray for our loved ones who may be headed in the wrong direction? 
 


