
Jesus the Fire-Bringer 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
Jesus told us there were nine reasons for his coming 
to earth. He came to do the will of God. He came to 
fulfill the law and the prophets. He came to give his 
life as a ransom for many. He came to serve. He came 
to seek and save the lost.  He came as a light in a dark 
world. He came to testify to the truth. That is seven 
of them.  The remaining two are in this morning’s 
reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
  

1. Jesus came to cast fire on the earth 
  

Luke 12:49 “I came to cast fire on the earth and 
would that it were already kindled.” 
 
The Old Testament is filled with examples of fire 
coming from heaven. The cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah were destroyed by fire and brimstone. One 
of the plagues on Egypt was fire and hail from 
heaven.  The prophet Elijah called down fire from 
heaven to destroy an army.  These were destructive 
fires. But is more likely the fire that Jesus spoke of 
was the fire that John the Baptist prophesied about in 
Luke 3:16 when he said, “He [Jesus] will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”  This prophecy 
was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, 50 days after 
Jesus rose from the dead.  It was the coming of the 
Holy Spirit on earth that would set the world on fire.  
When Jesus sent the Holy Spirit he accomplished two 
things. 
 
One.  Cleansing.  Sometimes forest fires are set on 
purpose to cleanse away dead brush.  It’s what’s called 
a controlled burn.  The Holy Spirit works in the same 
manner.  When a person becomes a disciple of Jesus 
the Holy Spirit comes along as well, and he begins to 
burn away the dead things in a person’s life.  Things 
that are holding us back from being obedient to God. 
 
The prophet Isaiah (740-687 BC) had been speaking a 
word from God for several years.  One day he has a 
vision of himself standing in God’s presence.  His 
reaction was to declare, “And I said: "Woe is me! For 
I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"  (Isaiah 6:5) 
He was a man who spoke from God, but when he 
was in God’s presence, he realized how sinful he was.  
And his sin was unclean lips.  However, God solved 
his problem.  Isaiah says, “then one of the seraphim 
flew to me with the burning coal, yet taken from the 

altar with a pair of tongs.  He touched my lips with it 
and said, “see, this coal has touched your lips.  Now 
your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.”  
Later, the apostle Paul says, “…God chose you as the 
first fruits to be saved, through sanctification by the 
Spirit and belief in the truth.” (II Thessalonians 2:13) 
We need to pray that the Holy Spirit would burn in us 
to remove anything that is not pleasing to God. It 
might hurt.  Burning is not a pleasant sensation.  But 
better things will replace it.  So, if you pray for God 
to purify you from gossip and slander, he will work 
on it.  It might hurt.  He might bring people to you 
who tell you how much your gossip and slander has 
hurt them.  But as the gossip and slander leave, you 
may become positive, upbuilding, encouraging.   
 
Two.  Passion.  Isaiah had been touched by the fire, 
the Holy Spirit in his sins were forgiven.  So now we 
see his reaction.  Isaiah 6:8, “Then I heard the Lord 
asking, “whom shall I send as a messenger to this 
people?  Who will go for us?””  And I said, “Here I 
am.  Send me.”  When the fire of the Holy Spirit 
consumes you, there should be a passion to serve. A 
passion to do whatever God wants you to.  There is 
nothing worse than going through the motions or 
being religious.  God sends the Holy Spirit to create 
passion. 
 
In Luke 24, which takes place after the death of Jesus, 
we read the story of two disciples who have left 
Jerusalem.  Jesus joins with them, but he kept them 
from recognizing him.  They talked about what it 
happened.  Jesus began explaining the prophetic word 
spoken about him and how they had been fulfilled.  
When they reached the place where they were going, 
they invited him to eat with them and when he broke 
bread with them they realized who he was.  Later, 
they said, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he 
talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures 
to us.”  The fire of the Holy Spirit can make the 
words of Holy Scripture burn in our hearts.  Pray for 
the Holy Spirit to give you a passion for the Holy 
Scriptures. 
 

2. Jesus came to divide people. 
   

Luke 12:51, “Do you think that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth?  No, but rather division. For 
henceforth in one house …they will be divided, father 
against son and son against father…”  
  
Isn’t this a strange thing for Jesus to say?  When Jesus 
was born, didn’t the angels say, “Glory to God in the 



highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased.”  But when people hear the gospel, they 
react in different ways.  Some people are drawn 
toward Jesus and a life with him and serving him 
forever.  Others are repelled.  At the first church of 
which I was the rector, I preached from the Bible 
every weekend and asked people to commit their lives 
to becoming disciples of Jesus.  Some people 
responded positively.  Others left the church.  One 
couple had the split illustrated in their own lives. They 
had a habit of sitting together in the living room after 
dinner and reading novels.  When one of them that 
something was funny or interesting in the novel they 
were reading, they would share it with the other 
person.  Now, after they began to hear the preaching 
of Bible, the man started to read the Bible at night 
and his wife kept reading novels.  After a while she 
told him that she didn’t want him to share any more 
from the Bible and then she told him she didn’t want 
him reading the Bible at night.  It made her uneasy, 
she said. So he quit reading the Bible at night and 
went back to reading novels with her. But then he 
started to get up at 5:30 in the morning to read the 
Bible and pray.  However, she quit coming to church, 
but he continued to do so and even joined a small 
group Bible study. 
 
Which way are you moving?  Toward Jesus or away 
from him?  If it is away from him, make a decision to 
go the other way.  Ask him to work in your heart and 
draw you toward him.  If it is toward him, thank him 
and ask him to fill you more and more with his Holy 
Spirit that you would be drawn even more toward 
him.  


